
Instructional Strategies That Support 
Differentiation

Who are your students? What are their interests, strengths, learning 
styles? What are their hidden talents? 

Answers to these questions can provide a basis for curriculum 
development, extensions and independent studies. Teachers are 
encouraged to use interest inventories to identify student interest 
areas and, most importantly, discover new ones. 

The better we know our students, the more able we will be to 
develop relevant learning experiences. A range of interest 
inventories can be found in the appendix of Challenge for 
Excellence (ONLINE LINK), the HRSB Gifted and Talented 
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Giftedness Discovered

The term “gifted” refers to 
students who give evidence 
of outstanding performance 
capability in areas such as 
intellectual, creative, artistic, 
leadership, or in specific aca-
demic fields. 
 – NS Department of   Education, 
1992

Discovery is defi ned as, “to 
come upon or fi nd out”. Very 

often we recognize the intellectually 
gifted; those young people who 
perform well on tests and assignments. 
But in the great forest of learning, these 
children are only one species of tree; 
perhaps the paper birch – tall, strong, and 
with paper unraveling easily from them.

What other kinds of trees can we discover? 
What about the young oak who leads 
others or the tree that grows in creative 
ways like a bonsai? Do we appreciate the 
artistic colours of the maple year round?

No measure can encompass all gifted 
minds. When we create opportunities, 
discover variety and nurture giftedness, 
we fi nd young talent taking root and 
thriving. 

website, and the appendix of your school’s 
Alberta Learning binder: Programming 
for Students with Special Needs: Teaching 
Students who are Gifted and Talented. 

Pre-Assessment is a useful way to determine 
where students are before and during a unit 
of study. All students should be pre-assessed 
for current knowledge and readiness.  The use 
of a pre-assessment strategy allows students 
to demonstrate what they currently know and 
gives teachers solid evidence on which to 
base curriculum planning.There are a number 
of tools to use for assessment purposes, three 
of which are outlined here:

The Frayer Model is an adaptation of the 
concept map. It allows the teacher to fi nd 
out who needs support to get them ready 
to understand the new unit, to see who is 
prepared to move ahead, and to determine 
which students are already familiar with much 
of the content to be taught. (LINKTO: http://
www.justreadnow.com/strategies/frayer.htm

 

Students from William King Elementary School showing the homemade musical 
instruments they used to perform songs they wrote themselves

GENUINE ● INNOVATIVE ● FUNCTIONAL 
TEACHING STRATEGIES

GIFTS

http://www.longwood.edu/staff/jonescd/projects/educ530/aboxley/graphicorg/fraym.htm
http://www.longwood.edu/staff/jonescd/projects/educ530/aboxley/graphicorg/fraym.htm
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Functional Strategies to Develop Thinking Skills  

What’s happening in the HRSB?
A number of schools across the HRSB at the elementary, junior high and 
senior high levels have been increasing their knowledge of differentiated 
instruction. They have invited Clare Burley, the pilot implementation 
teacher for enrichment, to a program planning team meeting or provided 
time at a staff meeting for teachers to get an idea of the various teaching 
tools that come under the differentiation umbrella and how these can be 
incorporated successfully in the classroom.  

Teachers are discovering that they already use some of the tools and are 
very interested in learning how to use more.  They are referring to Challenge 
for Excellence for ideas, attending the after school workshops on giftedness 
and are becoming more aware of the many useful methods they can use 
in the classroom in order to challenge all of their students. 

Exit cards are a quick assessment tool to help teachers become more aware 
of where students are in their understanding of the material being covered. Re-
sponses on exit cards will assist the teacher in knowing what differentiation is 
necessary. http://www.saskschools.ca/curr_content/mathcatch/mainpages/
assess_tools/ exit_cards1.html

3-2-1 (Three-Two-One) A writing activity where students write: 3 key terms from 
what they have just learned, 2 ideas they would like to learn more about, and 1 
concept or skill they think they have mastered

 Name:  ____________________________________

 •   Three things I learned from the _________________activity
 •   Two things I still have to learn about____________
 •   One way I see _____________ working in the world around 
    me…

►

William King students searching for ideas to help them create sports sculptures.

R.A.F.T.
It’s not used to cross a water way, but has some things in common with such 
a journey. 

R.A.F.T is an acronym that stands for Role, Audience, Format and Topic.
It is a strategy that allows for students’ personal interests, learning profi les and 
readiness levels. This strategy encourages writing across the curriculum at students’ 
specifi c ability levels, thus meeting all learners’ needs, while providing individual 
choice. A teacher’s dream come true!!!!!

ROLE AUDIENCE FORMAT TOPIC
Ant The earth Letter How Landforms are 

Created and Changed 
(Ex. Canyon)

Wind Parents Poem Careers Related to 
Landforms

Star Teachers Draft topographical 
map of landforms

Ways to Preserve 
Landforms

Self Students in 
class

Drawing My Life as a Landform

Geologist Municipal 
Government

Speech Importance of Landforms
in  Urban Planning

Urban Planner Another class Diorama map with 
clay

Environmental Concerns 
Related to Landforms 

Students make one selection from each of the categories that the teacher has 
developed and complete their task.
http://olc.spsd.sk.ca/DE/PD/instr/strats/raft/index.html

http://www.saskschools.ca/curr_content/mathcatch/mainpages/assess_tools/ exit_cards1.html
http://www.saskschools.ca/curr_content/mathcatch/mainpages/assess_tools/ exit_cards1.html
http://olc.spsd.sk.ca/DE/PD/instr/strats/raft/index.html
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Professional Development Opportunities

A Word or Two From You

Please send along any comments you have about the newsletter, 
letting us know what is helpful. Also, as you are probably aware, the 
Gifted and Talented website for HRSB has a section devoted to teacher 
created materials. Please send a copy of lessons and activities that you 
have created for enrichment purposes that can be shared with other 
teachers. For each lesson/activity submitted, your name will be put in a 
draw for a book called creating History Documentaries a step-by-step 
guide to video projects in the classroom by Deborah Escobar. Please 
allow us to share a gift with you!

Resources to Support Enrichment and 
Gifted Education

There are numerous books available about 
enrichment and gifted education at the Dartmouth 
Teachers’ Center. All these books are available to 
interested teachers and are well worth reading to 
support your classroom activities or to peruse before 
the school buys it to add to their Teacher Resource 
Library. Here is a direct link to the list of resources 
available:  Link

A Final Thought:

“You cannot teach a person anything, you can 
only help them find it within themselves.”

Galileo Galilei

Now is the time to give serious consideration to attending Confratute.  Confratute at the University of Connecticut – It is an enriching and 
unforgettable experience that will be very helpful during your teaching career. Discover your own gifts!

The following are the after school workshops being offered around enrichment topics. Simply sign up on the online calendar

 

April 25 Low Preparation Activities That Challenge Students Halifax IMPDC
May 9 More Low Preparation Activities That Challenge Students Dartmouth Teachers’ Center

For more information on identifying gifts and talents, 
please look in: Challenge for Excellence: Enrichment and 
Gifted Education and the Alberta Binder: Programming 
For Students With Special Needs: Teaching Students who 
are Gifted and Talented

Staff participating in the after school workshop on the Gifted and Learning Disabled

►

►

Mary Daniels, presenting a workshop to teachers at the 
Dartmouth Teachers’ Center on being Gifted and Learning 
Disabled

http://www.gifted.uconn.edu/confratu.html
http://www.hrsb.ns.ca/calendars/
http://www.hrsb.ns.ca/program/services/gifted-talented/giftedteacherprofessinformation.html#Dartmouth%20Teachers'%20Centre%20Resources

