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Elementary students in Fairview to create outdoor classroom and edible gardens this Saturday 
 
(Halifax) – The students and staff of École Burton-Ettinger Elementary School in Halifax will have a work party 
to build their first outdoor classroom space and new vegetable gardens. With funding and guidance from 
Evergreen Canada, the school will be planting new trees, shrubs, and hedges, installing log and rock benches, 
and building raised garden beds. The grounds and gardens project is part of the school’s broader greening 
program.  
 
“The students are excited to be realizing their dream of an outdoor classroom and edible gardens at their 
school,” said Principal Andrea Briand. For the past year, the school has been working on a design and 
fundraising for its gardens and grounds project. “Our new grounds and gardens will inspire our students and 
help them learn in a beautiful natural setting.”  
 
Last spring, École Burton-Ettinger Elementary School was one of the first schools in the city to be selected to 
participate in the Green Schools Nova Scotia initiative. Green Schools Nova Scotia is coordinated by Clean Nova 
Scotia and funded by Efficiency Nova Scotia. Over the past year, École Burton-Ettinger Elementary School has 
launched an Idle-Free program, energy conservation measures, litter-less lunches, and better solid waste 
management practices to make the school more environmentally-friendly.  The school has also promoted active 
and sustainable transportation and waste reduction.  
 

PHOTO OPPORTUNITY 
WHAT:  École Burton-Ettinger Elementary School (EBES) outdoor work party to build outdoor 
  classroom and school edible garden 
 
WHEN:  Saturday, June 2 from 10:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.  
 
WHERE:  École Burton-Ettinger Elementary School, 52 Alex St. (corner of Central Avenue in the 
  neighbourhood of Fairview in HRM) 
 
WHO:  Evergreen Canada will lead teachers, students, and parent volunteers 
 
WHY: The school will be building its first outdoor classroom area with new trees and log and rock 

benches, and installing the first raised vegetable beds for the students. This initiative is part of 
the school-wide greening program. 

Background:  
 École Burton-Ettinger Elementary School (EBES)  http://hrsbstaff.ednet.ns.ca/bees/ 
 Evergreen Canada: http://www.evergreen.ca/ 
 Green Schools Nova Scotia: http://greenschoolsns.ca/ 

 
For interviews and for more information, please contact: 

 Andrea Briand, Principal at EBES, Telephone: (902) 457-8922  Email: abriand@hrsb.ns.ca  
 Dave Madgett, Vice-Principal at EBES, Telephone: (902) 457-8922 Email:  dmadgett@hrsb.ns.ca 
 Rhea Mahar, Evergreen  Canada consultant, cell: 488-2079, work: 424-3107 and email: 

MAHARRD@gov.ns.ca 
 Kelly Peters-Borkowski, Green Schools NS School Engagement Team Lead at Clean Nova Scotia, Phone: 

(902) 420-7942 / Email: kpeters@clean.ns.ca 


