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June 5, 2012 For immediate release 

NOVA SCOTIA STUDENT WINS $20,000 GRAND PRIZE AT CANADIAN 
PARENTS FOR FRENCH PUBLIC SPEAKING CONTEST  

Grade 12 Student at Sir John A Macdonald High Wins $20,000 Scholarship 
to University of Ottawa 

(HALIFAX, Nova Scotia) —Canadian Parents for French – Nova Scotia (CPF-NS) would like to 
congratulate Olivia Dorey, a grand-prize winner at the tenth annual edition of the Canadian Parents 
for French National Concours d’art oratoire, which was held at the University of Ottawa on May 26th, 
2012.  Olivia is an Early Immersion student at Sir John A Macdonald High School.  She also attended 
Hammonds Plains Consolidated and Madeline Symonds Middle School.  Her goal is to study law after 
completing her first degree.  She plans to study conflict and human rights in French at the University 
of Ottawa. 

Two other winners from Nova Scotia were Ghislain d’Entremont, a student at École du Carrefour who 
won third place for the Francophone category and Tzu-Wei Tseng of Halifax West High school who 
won third in Integrated French.    

Five students advanced from the CPF-NS provincial Concours d’art oratoire; Tzu-Wei Tseng from 
Halifax West High School (HRBS), Sarah Watters from Northumberland Regional High (CCRSB), Olivia 
Dorey from Sir John A Macdonald High (HRSB), Kathryn LeBlanc from the Sacred Heart School of 
Halifax and Ghislain d’Entremont from École du Carrefour. This year’s competition welcomed 34 
finalists from across Canada to the Nation’s capital for the competition and some sightseeing. 

 
The Canadian Parents for French Concours d’art oratoire is a public-speaking contest held in 
partnership with the University of Ottawa.  This nationwide competition offers offer $170,000 in 
scholarships to the university.   Grand prize winners in five categories—based on level of proficiency 
with French—each take home an offer for a $20,000 scholarship.   All competitors receive a $2,000 
entrance scholarship, and a $5,000 scholarship is awarded to each of the five second-place winners.  

“The runaway success of the Concours program, now in its tenth year and still growing, is proof that 
Canadian students want to be bilingual,” says CPF president Lisa Marie Perkins. “And why wouldn’t 
they? Bilingualism will open cultural and professional doors to them, enrich their minds, and graduate 
them to full citizens of both Canada and the world. Young people are smart, and know a good thing 
when they see it.” 

Canadian Parents for French (CPF) is the national network of volunteers that values French as an 
integral part of Canada and is dedicated to the promotion and creation of French second language 
opportunities for young Canadians. 

For more information, please contact the Executive Director at 902-453-2048 or 

cpfexec@ns.sympatico.ca  
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