
 

 

NEWS RELEASE 

Lights off. Green on!!! 

Schools go “green” with new energy savings campaign and retrofits 

Halifax, May 27, 2014 – Students at Duc d’Anville Elementary officially kicked of a region-wide 

energy savings campaign that will see 90 schools receive efficiency upgrades. 

 Lights off. Green on!!! was developed as the campaign branding by students in the 

grade 5/6 class at Duc d’Anville Elementary. Students were asked to develop a logo and slogan 

to promote the $34 million initiative, and to encourage their peers to maintain “green” 

behaviours at home and school. Myah Bowley and Jacqueline Coleman, both grade six students 

developed the idea their classmates selected to submit for consideration. “It seemed like a cool 

project, I like to draw, and I wanted to try being a part of it,” said Jacqueline. “I like participating 

in different activities,” said Myah. “I like trying different challenges and creating the slogan was 

a lot of fun.” 

 Over a four year period 90 schools across the Halifax Regional School Board will receive 

energy efficient lighting, low-flow plumbing fixtures, motion sensor light switches and other 

building system upgrades. Some schools will also be converted to natural gas or other 

sustainable energy systems.  
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 “Our school had lighting upgrades completed this year as part of the HRSB energy 

efficiency project, and we’ve noticed a terrific change in our school environment,” said Wade 

Smith, Principal of Highland Park Junior High. “Not only will there be a reduction in our energy 

consumption, but staff and students have noticed how bright and refreshing the school is with 

the upgraded lighting design and equipment. We have also converted to natural gas, greatly 

reducing our emissions. This project has served as a great way to not only improve our school 

and reduce our energy consumption, but also as a reminder to everyone that we need to be 

mindful of energy conservation.” 

 The Lights off. Green on!!! campaign will eventually impact all schools, not just those 

receiving retrofits with the projects. The “go green” message will be shared with students and 

staff encouraging them to change behaviours and reduce their carbon footprint.  

 “These upgrades and retrofits are expected to save over $2 million each year once they 

are all implemented,” said Superintendent Elwin LeRoux. “Not only does this help with our 

budget, but more importantly, we are teaching students about the environment and energy 

efficiency while reducing our consumption.” 

 The multi-year project was funded by the Province of Nova Scotia, and has been 

supported by Heritage Gas, MCW Custom Energy Solutions and Efficiency Nova Scotia.  
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