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HALIFAX REGIONAL SCHOOL BOARD 
Naming the new Bedford High School 

 
PURPOSE: This report outlines the process and recommendations from the committee 

established to name the new Bedford High School. 
 
BUSINESS PLAN GOAL: N/A 
 
BACKGROUND: Part of the process of building a new school is selecting a name for 

submission to the Department of Education. 
 
CONTENT: A consultation process was followed within the framework outlined in 

HRSB policy A.001 Naming School Facilities.  An outline of the process 
and supporting details are attached. 

 
COST: N/A 
 
FUNDING: N/A 
 
TIMELINE: Upon approval by the Board, the name will be forwarded to the 

Department of Education.  The school is scheduled to open in 
September 2013. 

 
APPENDICES: Appendix 1: Process 

Appendix 2: School Name Submissions 
Appendix 3: NAMING SCHOOL FACILITIES REPORT NEW 

HIGH SCHOOL IN BEDFORD 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS: It is recommended that the Board approve the name of the new Bedford high 

school to be “Charles P. Allen High School”. 
 
 
COMMUNICATIONS:  
 

AUDIENCE RESPONSIBLE TIMELINE 
Department of Education Charles Clattenburg, Director of 

Operations Services 
Following Board Meeting 

 
 
From: For further information please contact Charles Clattenburg, Director of 

Operations Services, 464-2000 ext. 2144 or Danielle McNeil-Hessian, 
Director, School Administration 464-2000 ext. 2570. 

 
 
To: Senior Staff     June 4, 2012 

Board      June 20, 2012 
 

 
    
Date last revised: June 20, 2012 
 
 
  



Appendix 1 
 

 
Process 

 
 

Date  
Spring, 2011 
 
 

Principal advised by Senior Staff to begin the process to name 
the new Bedford High School. 

September, 2011 Process developed by the principal including the School 
Advisory Council (SAC), School Steering Team (SST), 
students, staff and community.  The Board Member was invited 
to be part of this process. 
 

September 19, 2011  Notice to SAC to begin formal process to name the new school. 
 
Continued conversations at SAC and SST meetings through the 
fall. 
 

January 6, 2012 Parents, students, alumni and community members invited to 
submit their suggestions. 
 
This message was posted on webpage, school announcements, 
through School Messenger (phone), SAC and SST (including 
representatives from feeder schools) 
 

January 10, 2012 CPA staff and students given a survey in which they could 
offer suggestions for a new name. 
 

January 17, 2012 
 

SAC reviewed HRSB Naming School Facilities Policy. 
 
The SAC reviewed the names submitted and made a decision 
for their recommendation.  Data was reviewed and each name 
was considered from the perspective of pro’s and con’s.  A 
final decision was made by consensus. 
 
A report was sent to the Superintendent and senior staff with a 
request that the recommendation be reviewed to ensure 
compliance with the Board’s Diversity Management policy. 
 
A report was sent to the Halifax Regional School Board with 
recommended name for the new Bedford High School and 
outline of the process used to arrive at the recommendation.   
 

 
 

 
  



Appendix 2 
 

School Name Submissions 
 

Short-listed of suggested names that were received 
Charles P. Allen High School 
Bedford High School 
Hammonds Plains High School 

 
 
 

Other names received 
Alexander Keith’s High School 
Basin High School 
Bedford High School 
Bedford Institute for the Mentally Unstable 
Bedford Knowledge Academy 
Bedford Learning Centre  
Bedford Swag Academy 
Bedrock High School 
The Camp High 
Community of Creative Kids 
Hammonds Plains High School 
Harry Potter High School 
Helms Deep 
Hirtle High 
Hogwarts 
Martin Luther’s Dream 
Murray Head High 
Musical High School 
Prestige Worldwide 
Prima High School 
Scotia High School 
South High School 
The Warrior’s High School 
West Bedford 

 
 

     
 
 
 
 
  



Appendix 3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NAMING SCHOOL FACILITIES REPORT 
NEW HIGH SCHOOL IN BEDFORD 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Submitted by:  
Stephanie Bird 

Principal 
Charles P. Allen High School 

 
 
 
 

  



The following report will outline the process and the recommendation of the name for the new 
high school that is being constructed in Bedford. This report follows the Halifax Regional 
School Board Policy and Procedures: A.001 Naming School Facilities. Outlined in the report 
is a timeline, the notice calling for suggestions, committee members and the suggested names. 
 

The process began on September 19 with notice to the School Advisory Council that we 
should begin the formal process to name the new building. Our School Advisory Council is 
made up of parents, students, teachers and community members that represent not only our 
feeder schools but our many communities. The following is a list of our SAC membership.   

 

The 2011-2012 School Advisory Council 

Elaine Loney   Community  Co Chair    

Jo-Lynn Fenton   Parent      Co Chair 

Bassam Khoury   Parent 

Amy Glynn    Parent 

Julie Dugie   Parent 

Julie Morrissey   Student 

Jonathan Gammon   Student 

Ariel Gough    Student 

Marco Ludovice   Student 

Jennifer Lake    Community  

Scott Blair   Student 

Lois Dillon    Parent 

Lori Nicholson   Teacher 

Chris Hall    Teacher 

Anna Whalen   Teacher 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Overview of Charles P. Allen High School 

 
For the past 33 years, Charles P. Allen High School (CPA) has been a focal point for the 
Bedford, Hammonds Plains community. Through the naming process, one message has 
resounded from the greater community; maintain the name of CPA. CPA has become more 
than a name of a person in the community; it has come to symbolize the strength of the 
student population and the alumni they become. The name CPA carries a weight in the greater 
community because of the academic, athletic and philanthropic pillars that are at the core of 
the school’s foundation. It is on these pillars that CPA has built a reputation that precedes 
students that graduate from the school. To use an alumnus’ words “a name change … will 
require an even greater re-branding effort.” Lauren Cullen, Saint Mary’s University 
recruitment, CPA grad ’02. CPA has a brand built on the pillars that has gained respect over 
the past 33 years.  
 
CPA students are active in the greater community. They are known for their dedication to 
major global efforts such as The Stephen Lewis Foundation and the Me To We social 
movement raising over $35,000.00 over the past 5 years. The school is recognized as a 
philanthropic community leader over the past years which would be jeopardized by a change 
in name. In Bedford and Hammonds Plains, the student body volunteers regularly to ensure 
the well being of the community.   In 2004 the school pledged to raise $25,000.00 to be 
donated to the Cobequid Health Services facility. The school is recognized on the community 
donators board currently located in the main lobby of the facility. Students donate hours of 
their time to the community including the Bedford Legion, Bedford Meridian, community 
clean-ups, etc. CPA has gained a reputation that groups can count on to deliver a focused, 
energetic effort to a wide variety of organizations and community groups. 
 
CPA will not be an amalgamation of students from a new feeder area with students from an 
existing feeder area. Rather the feeder area will not change for the school. It is recognized that 
the Bedford, Hammonds Plains community is expanding rapidly, hence the need for a new 
school. It is the transfer of existing students from one building to another, making the transfer 
of the well developed name of CPA an ideal fit for the new building. It will connect the past 
alumni and traditions with the future state of the art school.  It will allow CPA students to 
move forward while building on the successes of the alumni.  
 
Home of the CPA Cheetahs is more than a building that houses students. The school has 
become an identifying feature in the lives of students from the Bedford, Hammonds Plains 
area. CPA has built a reputation of integrity through years of commitment to the three pillars 
of the CPA foundation. The greater CPA community feels the name Charles P. Allen High 
School should be carried forward to the new building connecting the past achievements with 
the future successes.  
 
 
 
 

Naming Process 
 
On January 6, 2012, parents, students, alumni, and community members were invited to 
submit their ideas for the naming of the new school. The message was posted on our school 
webpage, school announcements as well as through message manager phone system. By the 
deadline of January 13 2012, 44 people submitted names and their rationale. On January 10th 



present Charles P. Allen staff and students were given a survey in which they could offer their 
choice for a new name.  
 
During our January 17, 2012 SAC meeting we reviewed the “Naming School Facilities: 
Policy and Procedures” document. Prior to sharing our data from the submissions and 
surveys, our SAC held a lengthy discussion regarding the pros and cons of establishing a new 
name for the new high school versus keeping Charles P. Allen High School.  The following 
charts were completed during these discussions. 
 
 

Keeping the CPA Name 
Pros  Cons  

• Name Branding is strong 
• Positive Reputation 
• Strong across the board in academics and 

athletics 
• Established identity (popular) (with post-

secondary institutions) 
• Junior High Population coming to new 

school as CPA – continuity and legacy 
• Brand recognition is extremely important 
• Administrative simplicity, if name 

remains unchanged 
• Keeping name does not require new 

uniforms for the sports teams 
• CPA is a focal name of the community 
• Keeping name allows for a PR re-launch 
• Use the research on Charles P. Allen to 

highlight the tenets of the school 
• CPA has scholarships named after Alumni 
• Most importantly the school has become 

its own identity 

• If name is changed everything must be 
changed – mascot, school colours, 
uniforms 

• Loss of name – lose history of the 
institution 

• Faculty moral could be affected and they 
will have to start from scratch  and it 
also causes a disruption in the teacher’s 
resume 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Changing the School’s Name 
Pros Cons 

• Fresh start 
• Could recognize another community 

member in the name 
• Name could be one student’s have an 

affinity to and recognize  

• Cost of changing identity 
• Loss of school history 
• Starting over 
• Could decrease school moral 

 
 
 
 
 

 



Data Collected 
 
When the SACs discussion concluded regarding the naming of the new school, we then 
shared the results of the students, staff, and community.  
 
Student Survey Results 
 
Through the student survey we received 507 total submissions.  87 % suggested that the 
current name, Charles P. Allen High School, be transferred to the new building. (442 of 507)  
This is an overwhelming 97 per cent.  
 

 
 
Of the names submitted that did not include Charles P. Allen High School involved individual 
student names (ie.  John Doe High School) or location names within the community.  
 
After eliminating individual student names 95% of all submissions requested to keep Charles 
P. Allen High School. The two names that made up the 5% were split between Bedford High 
School and Hammonds Plains High School. The SAC recognized that by considering either 
one of those would be exclusive of our students and against the Board’s Diversity 
Management Policy. 
 
 

Series1, 
Charles P. 
Allen High 

School, 87% 

Series1, 
Other Name, 

13% 

Student Results for New High School Name 



 
 
Community Email Response 
 
Of the 44 people who responded by email, 91% wanted the name to remain Charles P. Allen.  (40 /44) 
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The following are some of the responses I received through email. 
 
 
Hi there. I am a graduate of CPA (class of 1986!!) and my son is also a graduate (class of 2011). We 
are both very proud of our school and would hate to see the end of the name. Charles P. Allen is the 
not just the past, but also the future. As schools close and are replaced by new facilities they lose 
their identity. Often when I am at a movie or grocery store and I ask what school the student goes to, 
when they respond with CPA, we often end up discussing “our school”. There is a feeling of 
community, tradition and Cheetah pride. It is our sincere hope this will be considered when it comes 
time to name the new facility.  
  
My son was told as a graduate of the hockey team, that it is “Cheetah for life”. Let’s not let that die. 
  
Thank you for your time. 
Heather and Jordan Baltzer 
 
 
Ms. Bird, 
     In regards to the inquiry to the general public about the naming of the new high school, I 
propose that the name stay as it is: Charles P. Allen. The name carries great value within the 
HRM community. At one point Charles P. Allen was the number two school in the province 
and number one in HRM. Charles P Allen's academic standing is one of the greatest, as we 
have some of the very best math and science teachers in Atlantic Canada teaching within its 
walls. Our arts department is also the best within Halifax, and arguably in Canada. Under the 
conduction of recently awarded (National Teacher) Nathan Beeler, the Charles P. Allen wind 
ensemble had the opportunity to play with a host of high status and well respected 
musicians, who hand picked the ensemble. The school is well respected in the athletic world, 
having produced some of the best athletes in the Maritimes from some of the best teams in 
the Maritimes. In the past 3 years that I attended CPA, we won multiple banners in 
volleyball, hockey, football, golf, curling, softball, field hockey, and basketball just to name a 
few. We are also the school from which incredible athletes such as Alex Normore, Brad 
Donaldson, Brynn Tomie, Laura Langille, Jenna Currie, Mandy Avery, Stephen Crossland, and 
a slew of others, graduated. The name Charles P. Allen carries a power and fear with it 
when uttered by opposing athletes. The name Charles P. Allen carries a wealth of respect 
when artists and musicians discuss the arts department. The name Charles P Allen holds a 
history and value that should be carried on, despite the building on which the name 
describes. For the community of students that feed into it are some of the most talented, 
and the teachers who work there are some of the very best.  
 
Thank you, 
Rebecca Clancey 
 
 
 
 
 

Hi, 
As a graduate of CPA, Charles Pilsbury Allen has had a large impact 
on my life. To the community CPA is a beacon of excellence and 
accomplishments, students and parents a like WANT kids to attend 
this school. My personal opinion is that restarting the reputation 



CPA has gained over the years would be an absolute waste, I think 
the "Strive for excellence" CPA is known for can not be lost. 

I hope your year is going well, best of luck with the new High 
School! 
Lori Burns 

Hi there, 

Just wanted to share my thoughts on the subject of naming the new 
school. I believe in sticking with Charles P. Allen High School for 
many reasons: there's history, tradition, and reputation in the 
name. I understand that many believe in a fresh start, and so a new 
name is in order. I disagree: it will be a fresh start in a new 
building no matter what you call it. There will be new traditions in 
the coming building, new paintings in Mr. Plato's classroom, new 
banners to be put up in the gym etc., but there will also be a 
legacy to uphold. I think it would be a mistake to underestimate the 
power of a name that connects generations of students, teachers, and 
any who have walked through the doors. 
 
We should also stick with the cheetah, classic. 
 
Thanks for taking the time to hear my thoughts, I hope you are 
enjoying the new year! 

 
Jason Ross  

Hello Ms. Bird, 
 
I am very much in favor of keeping our school's present name. Over 
the  
past ten years I have been part of the CP Allen team and there have  
been a number of things we have worked on and successful achieved  
under the Cheetah Banner!! Let us keep the momentum rolling! 
 
Academically and athletically CPA has a reputation for excellence  
across our province and beyond. Cheetah spirit is alive and well 
with  
our current students, our incoming students and our alumni. 
 
Having achieved so much over the years it would be a shame to have 
to  
start from scratch. 
 
Cheetah pride is alive and well in this community. Let us continue 
as  
our motto says to 'Strive for Excellence' 
 
Fulton Rhymes 
 
 
 
 



 
To Whom it May Concern, 
 
I have been a student at Charles P. Allen High School for the past two and half years, following my 
three other siblings. My experience at Charles P. Allen High School has been incredible; this school 
holds a strong reputation throughout its existence. I believe the future high school in the 
Bedford/Hammonds Plains community should continue its legacy with the name Charles P. Allen 
High. Many universities across Canada recognize Charles P. Allen High School as a reputable 
institution and are well aware of the high standards set by our teachers and students. The entire student 
body also takes pride in not only academics but in extra-curricular activities; our cheetah mascot 
“Charles” symbolizes our school spirit for Charles P. Allen High. Finally, as a potential graduate 
student for this upcoming June, it is my hope to be proud alumni of the current Charles P. Allen High, 
and to send my children to the new Charles P. Allen High. 
 
Thank you for your time, 
 
Suzanne Gray 
Communications Director 
Charles P. Allen High School 
 
 
I believe that the school being built to replace CPA should keep the 
name of Charles Pillsbury Allen.  Over the years that our school has 
been open, we have gained a positive reputation for both our 
academics and athletics. Many people know of that reputation by our 
name so 
why change a good thing? Secondly, the new school will be built 
closer  to the Hammonds Plains area and our current name does not 
refer to a specific region so it would be easy to move onto another 
school. Finally, the plaque on the front is not what makes CPA, CPA. 
It is the people, the teacher and the energy inside. Therefore we 
are not building a brand new school entirely, we are just moving all 
that is CPA into another building. It is still going to be Charles 
P. Allen either way so let’s just make it easy and keep the name. 
 
 
 
 
Staff Survey 
 
Also, from the staff survey, 98% of staff requested to keep Charles P. Allen High School. The 
staff invited to vote included teachers, administration, educational program assistants, 
custodians and secretaries. (65 of 66)  
 
 



 
 

 
 
 

Recommendation  
 
Following the sharing of data and the discussion the choice was clear from our CPA School 
Advisory Council community’s response. The Charles P. Allen High School Advisory 
Committee agreed to submit the following as the name for the new building: 
 
 

CHARLES P. (PILLSBURY) ALLEN HIGH SCHOOL 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Series1, 
Charles P. 
Allen High 

School, 98% 

Series1, 
Other Name, 

2.00% 

Staff Results for New High School Name 
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