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Halifax West High School 
May 14, 2014 at 7pm 

 
 
PRESENT: Debbie Metherall, Lynn Corkum, Andrea Briand, Mary Lynn Van Tassel, Ken Rutley, Jim 
Melvin, Peter Wicha, Andrea Coish, Janet Lee, Lori Shea, Jean St. Armand, Lynn Douglas, Tim Simony, 
Lois Dillon, Julie Gibson, Kim Nadeau, Trish Belliveau, Brad Chisholm, Kim Acorn, Stephanie Bird, Carla 
Gobessi-Lynch, Jan Gentile-Nugent, Kim Acorn 
 
REGRETS: Derek Carter, Sara Walker 
 
STAFF:  Jill McGillicuddy 
              Harvey Beaton 
              Stacey Toth 
              Jerry Thibeau 
 
FACILITATOR:  Terry Wadden 
 

 
Members of the public joined the meeting. It was moved and seconded to vote on the following 
question:  is this meeting open to the public? Discussion followed. It was noted by a committee 
member that in their opinion the meetings should be held in public.  
 
The committee voted 9 to 3 to not have the meeting open to the public. 
 
It was moved and seconded to keep all remaining regular Committee meetings open to the 
Boundary Review Committee members only, inclusive of staff appointed to the Committee. The 
committee voted 9 to 3 to keep the meetings open to committee members only. It was noted by a 
committee member that in their opinion the meetings should be held in public.  
 

AGENDA/ADDED ITEMS 
 
It was moved and seconded to approve the agenda as circulated. 
 
1. PREVIOUS MINUTES   

 
It was moved and seconded to approve the minutes of April 28th with corrections as noted. 
A committee member indicated that in their opinion it was not appropriate to vote in secret ballot. 
 
2.  REQUEST TO REVIEW PROPOSED SCENARIO 1 FOR EGWPS 

 
The Facilitator reviewed Scenario 1, as proposed by the HRSB, for the Committee.  Within the past 2 
weeks, the HRSB ran the 5 year projections for Scenario 1 and determined that it was not a viable 
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solution for EGWPS as it made the population of EGWPS too low and the population of Bedford 
South over its functional capacity.   
 
It was confirmed that school closures are not intended for EGWPS.  However, it was reiterated that 
if French Immersion numbers fall too low there is a risk to the program.  
 
It was noted that Scenario 1 lowered EGWPS’s French Immersion population.  It was noted that 
English programs continue to be offered at Rockingham and Sunnyside with student populations 
around the 100-125 mark.  Therefore, it was noted by a committee member that if English programs 
can operate at this level so could French Immersion.   However it was noted that French Immersion 
is an optional program.   It was also noted that EGWPS always had a vibrant and strong French 
Immersion program at around the 100-125 mark before the significant growth at the school. 
 
 There was discussion on the scenario and some members stated that the numbers in this scenario 
do not work i.e. it makes Bedford South too large. 
 
It was noted that if any scenarios include Sunnyside for French Immersion students, then that school 
should be represented at the committee. Decisions should not be made that impact Sunnyside or 
any other school from the CPA family without those schools being represented at the table. The 
Facilitator added that a Sunnyside SAC rep has been invited by the Superintendent to attend the 
Boundary Review Committee.   
 
Action:  A committee member requested the numbers for functional capacities of Sunnyside, 
Basinview, and Madeline Simon from HRSB staff.  
 
Discussion of Scenarios and 5 Year Projected Viability 

  
Scenario 1A – it was stated that this scenario did not move enough students. 
 
Scenario 1B – it was stated that the numbers may work. Bedford South has potential for 4 
classrooms which is approximately 100 students. Some congestion is relieved for EGWPS but 
speciality classrooms/areas would not be gained back in this scenario.  
 
Scenario 6 – does not move enough students from EGWPS. Remove. 
 
Scenario 6A – This scenario arose out of Committee discussions from scenario 6. It was noted that 
this would take walking students and change them to bus students. It was asked if the HRSB ever 
moved walking students to bussing students. It was noted that it has happened in a case in Sackville 
during a school closure, in the case of Bedford South when there was a grade reconfiguration, and 
during a program review when Park West removed French Immersion from the school.   However, 
changing walking students to busing students was not noted as occurring in past boundary reviews 
where the school continued to offer the same programs and grades.  There was more discussion on 
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moving walking students to bus students particularly with regards to the same continued 
programming and grade offerings at EGWPS.  
 
6 and 6A were removed as potential scenarios. Scenario 1B may be discussed in future. 
 
Scenario 8 – this scenario makes Rockingham’s numbers too high. It was asked if the scenario could 
be tweaked to keep English from Royale Hemlock’s at EGWPS and French Immersion from Royale 
Hemlock’s to Rockingham. It was asked what this would do to EGWPS French Immersion numbers.  
It was also asked if one side of Starboard could go to Rockingham and the other side to EGWPS.  
 
The scenario would continue to re-assign Larry Uteck Blvd to the Bedford South catchment area with 
English to Bedford South and French Immersion to Sunnyside.  The access to French Immersion for 
Larry Uteck would then continue to follow what currently occurs for the Bedford South catchment 
area.   Staff noted that the divide would create an inequity by taking French Immersion from an area 
that has been entitled to French Immersion. This would mean the HRSB would look at extending 
French Immersion programming to Bedford South which may increase French Immersion enrollment 
and impact Sunnyside and would provide for busing for these students.   
 
These changes to scenario 8 would be renamed scenario 8A.  
 
Scenario 9 –The projected numbers look high for Bedford South as well as EGWPS. It was noted that 
this has a French Immersion issue again. Sunnyside may be well over capacity for French Immersion 
in this scenario. It could create inequity again as in scenario 8.This scenario was removed for 
consideration. 
 
Scenario 11 – The projected numbers for this scenario made Rockingham over capacity. This 
scenario was removed for consideration. 
 
Scenario 12 – A Committee member asked if this scenario could be changed. EGWPS is still too high 
capacity. It was asked a revised scenario could somehow reduce the numbers for EGWPS.  However, 
the intent of the scenario was to align students that could otherwise walk to neighbouring schools.  
However, no other neighbourhoods were noted as meeting the criteria.  Also, some of the 
neighbourhoods areas such as Dakin Drive and CastlePark Grove in this scenario may only have 
around 10 students on the street which could result in only one child in a grade moving to another 
school (vs. a cohort of students). It was noted that many Rockingham parents had voiced support of 
this scenario as it keeps the Rockingham numbers reasonable.  However, the utilization of EGWPS 
remains too high and the scenario is not viable into the future. This scenario was removed for 
consideration.  
 
Scenarios 1B (revised) and 8A (revised) are remaining for evaluation by the Committee. It was noted 
that 1B cuts Larry Uteck in an odd way. The programming in 8A is more appealing. 
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A committee member asked if a scenario is possible where English programming from Larry Uteck 
and Hemlock Ravines moves to Park West and French Immersion stay at EGWPS. It was determined 
this would be too large a number for Park West. 
 
Action:  Staff to provide projections for a flip version of scenario 8 (to be renamed 8A) 
 
Action:  Staff to provide Impact on Rocky Lake Jr High and the first couple of years for CP Allen.  
 
 
3. KEY MESSAGES 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Next meeting:   Wednesday May 21st at Halifax West at 7pm. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. Now two options remaining to evaluate for EGWPS. 
 
2. Good discussion of all EGWPS options at this meeting. 

 
3. Committee meetings are closed to the public 

 


