
ÉCOLE GROSVENOR-WENTWORTH PARK ELEMENTARY (EGWPS) & PARK WEST 
BOUNDARY REVIEW 

COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

 

  Page 1 of 8 

Halifax West High School 
May 21, 2014 at 7pm 

 
 
PRESENT: Tim Simony, Andrea Coish, Trish Belliveau, Ken Rutley, MaryLynn Van Tassel, Lynn Corkum,    
                   Andrea Briand, Julie Gibson, Lois Dillon, Lori Shea, Debbie Metherall, Derek Carter, Kim  
                   Nadeau, Janet Gentile-Nugent, Peter Wicha, Janet Lee, Carla Gobessi-Lynch, Jim Melvin, 
 
REGRETS: Jill McGillicuddy, Jerry Thibeau 
 
STAFF:   Harvey Beaton 
              Stacey Toth 
               
 
FACILITATOR:  Terry Wadden 
 
AGENDA/ADDED ITEMS 
 

It was moved and seconded to vote on whether a Committee member could vote on Scenario 1B or 
8A tonight via telephone phone.  The Committee voted 7 to 4 in favour of the motion. Motion 
carried. 

 
1. PREVIOUS MINUTES FROM MAY 14TH MEETING 

 
The minutes were approved with corrections as discussed. In relation to the discussion at the last 
meeting regarding Staff requesting the Board to make a motion for any scenarios to be 
implemented in the 2015 school year, the Facilitator relayed that Staff are not able to ask the Board 
to make a motion but this request may come from the Committee. 

 
It was moved and seconded that the Committee recommend to the Board that any recommended 
scenarios not be implemented until the 2015-16 school year. The Committee voted unanimously to 
approve the motion. Motion carried. 
 
2.  CONTINUED DISCUSSION OF PROPOSED SCENARIOS FOR EGPWS 
 
Scenario 1B – Projections state that EGWPS will be at 95% capacity in year 5 and Bedford South 
numbers are higher in this scenario than in Scenario 8A. It was also noted that this scenario divides a 
neighbourhood in an odd way and that neighbours who live side by side could be attending different 
schools. Programs are also divided between EGWPS and Bedford South. 
 
It was noted by a Committee member that scenario 8A is a more desirable scenario.  However, it 
was also noted by a committee member that it re-directs students from Larry Uteck Blvd into the 
Bedford family of schools which is already experiencing capacity issues at Rocky Lake Junior High 
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and CP Allen High School.   Scenario 8A was noted as a scenario that worked for the Bedford family 
of schools at the elementary school level only.  A Committee member pointed out that Rocky Lake 
Junior High and CP Allen would be receiving Larry Uteck Blvd students over time and that in their 
opinion there would not be a significant jump in the number of students. The students would 
therefore be received over time.  Discussion of a potential new Ravines High School followed. It was 
noted that the proposed new high school was only fourth in priority on HRSB’s capital project list.  
 
There was discussion on when to begin the transition of the students in scenario 8A moving to Rocky 
Lake Junior High and CP Allen High School. It was suggested to allow for EGWPS grade 6’s to move to 
Bedford South first before moving to the Junior High in order for them to become accustomed to 
the new family of schools.  Therefore, grade 6 students who graduate from EGWPS in June 2015 
would stay in the Halifax Family of Schools for junior high and high school.  Then, in September 
2015, Bedford South would receive grade 6 students from Larry Uteck Blvd.  This would be the first 
cohort from Larry Uteck Blvd that would flow through to junior high and high school in the Bedford 
family of schools.  Therefore, this first flow of students would not impact CP Allen until 2019.  
Students from Larry Uteck Blvd would enter grade 10 at CP Allen in 2019 and it would only be about 
14 students.  And by 2021, it would only be approximately 35 students over 3 grades.  The 
Committee member noted that this increase would not have a significant impact on CP Allen’s  
utilization percentage and would only be an increase in students of approximately 0.8% .  Another 
Committee member noted that CP Allen is already at 95% utilization and will be at 113% utilization 
in 5 years. Thus, even a small increase in students due to scenario 8A would further add to the over 
utilization issue at CP Allen.  It was also noted that by 2019 there would probably be a new high 
school, additions made to Halifax West or CP Allen, or a boundary review may occur. It was clarified 
by another committee member that CPA does not have land to provide expanded capacity nor is a 
new high school deemed likely.  
 
A committee member added that Basinview School will soon be overcapacity and there is a 
challenge if Bedford South is filled with a move from EGWPS and there will be no room to look 
within that area for Bedford schools. 
 
A Committee member stated that a benefit of this scenario is that both programs and neighbours 
would be moving together. It keeps Royale Hemlocks French Immersion students together at 
Rockingham Elementary and keeps Royale Hemlocks English students together at EGWPS.  And if the 
recommended scenario for Park West goes forward, it would mean that both French Immersion and 
English students from Royale Hemlocks would reunite in junior high at Fairview Junior High. In 
addition, the scenario aligns Larry Uteck Blvd with the Bedford South catchment area as there are 
parts of Larry Uteck Blvd that can walk to Bedford South school.  Larry Uteck Blvd would be aligned 
with their neighbours who live behind them on Southgate Drive. 
 
It was noted by one member, that scenario 8A puts EGWPS, Bedford South, and Rockingham all at 
about 77% utilization in year one.  It appeared to evenly allocate students (and forecasted student 
growth) amongst the schools and did not result in a significant jump in students in year one for any 
one school. Therefore it will not initially over-burden any one school and would not have a 
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significant impact on current students at the schools as there was no significant increase in the 
number of students in year one.  It appeared to share the growth over time over all three schools.  It 
also did not put any school close to or at its functional capacity in year five.  It was noted that in year 
five, EGWPS, Bedford South, and Rockingham would all be at about 85% utilization or, in other 
words, their optimal capacity.  The scenario appeared to work from a school utilization perspective, 
spread the growth over three neighbouring schools, and seemed to have the least impact on 
families and communities.  The scenario reassigns 67 students to Rockingham, 67 to Bedford South, 
and 24 to Sunnyside Elementary in year one. 
 
It was noted that the Committee has not yet received the functional capacity for Sunnyside 
Elementary from the HRSB.  A committee member noted that the functional capacity for Sunnyside 
is approximately 550 students.  It was noted that Sunnyside currently has 374 students and is set to 
decline to 354 students in year 5. Therefore, it was noted that Sunnyside has capacity for the 24 
students from Larry Uteck Blvd. It was also noted that all schools could accommodate the students 
at the elementary school level within their functional capacities at 77% in year one and around 85% 
in year 5. 
 
It was noted that scenario 8A met the criteria of the Creating School Populations Policy, Section 6, as 
follows: 
 

 6.1.1-6.1.4 Utilization/long term viability/enrollment growth- as noted above 

 6.1.5 Cultural Diversity – Scenario 8A maintains both French and English programming at 

EGWPS and Rockingham; therefore, cultural diversity is maintained.  Also, EGWPS would 

continue to be culturally diverse as the neighbourhoods that currently feed into EGWPS 

would be maintained. 

 6.1.6 Impact to students and the community – Scenario 8A moves significant cohorts of 

children together – so neighbours move together.  It also keeps children together as best as 

possible in large groups – such as keeping the majority of English students at EGWPS all 

together.  It also provides a good learning environment for students as no school would be 

at or over its functional capacity.  It also does not result in changing walking students to 

busing students. Rockingham Elementary is approximately one half kilometer in distance 

from EGWPS. A request has been forwarded to stock transportation to determine possible 

routing for potentially impacted students.  The scenario also aims to impact the least 

amount of students and the community.  Also, students tend to have friends in their 

program.  French Immersion students have friends in French Immersion and English 

students have friends in their English classes.  Therefore, this scenario moves Royale 

Hemlock children by program instead of dividing a neighbourhood by street – it keeps 

children and their friends together by moving students by program instead of by street. 
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 6.1.7 Programming – This scenario maintains French and English programming at both 

EGWPS and Rockingham.  It maintains about 105-110 French Immersion students at EGWPS 

which a Committee member stated continues to make it viable as English programs 

currently operate at this level at Rockingham and Sunnyside.   

 6.1.8 Family of Schools – Maintains consistency of the family of schools and does not impact 

this criteria.   French Immersion and English students from EGWPS and Rockingham will 

attend the same junior high school if the scenario for Park West is approved.  Therefore, 

both French Immersion and English students from Royale Hemlocks will attend Fairview 

Junior High together and will all attend Halifax West High together. 

 6.1.9 Clarity and Consistency of Boundary – Having Larry Uteck Blvd French Immersion 

students attend Sunnyside Elementary, provides for a clear and consistent boundary and is 

consistent with the rest of the Bedford South catchment area.  Having English students 

remain at EGWPS is clear and consistent. 

 6.1.10 Transportation and safety – Presumably, some students living on  parts of Larry 

Uteck Blvd would be considered walking students to Bedford South.  Rockingham is 

approximately half a kilometer away from EGWPS therefore, the amount of extra time on 

the bus for students would be negligible; a request has been forwarded to Stock 

Transportation to determine the possible routing for potentially affected students. 

 

 
It was noted that it was challenging to identify a scenario for EGWPS that worked from a numbers 
perspective as well as from an impact to students and the community perspective given the 
complexities of EGWPS with both French and English programming and multiple neighbourhoods.  A 
Committee member noted that scenario 8A achieves the reasonable utilization for all of elementary 
schools as well as balances the needs of the community and attempts to have the least impact on 
students, families, and communities. 
 
It was asked that if the Committee recommends 8A, could they also recommend that French 
Immersion programming be extended to Bedford South at Sunnyside Elementary. The Facilitator 
replied that this can be recommended by the Committee.  It was noted that this would be a benefit 
to the Bedford South catchment area and may result in more families choosing French Immersion 
programming which would mean less students taking English programming at Bedford South. It 
would not be appropriate to take access from French Immersion from students when moving them 
to Bedford south from EGWPS. If the Larry Uteck students maintained access to French Immersion 
at Sunnyside School, it would only be appropriate that other students attending Bedford south 
would have the same access. 
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A member noted that this is a short term solution and only at the elementary school level. However, 
another Committee member stated that the Committee’s mandate is to only look 5 years out and 
that scenario 8A works 5 years out.  CPA is now at 95% and will be at 113% in five years. A 
Committee member stated it does not address the long term viability criteria as CPA will be over 
capacity within one year. Overcapacity numbers for other schools removed those scenarios from 
consideration. The capacity of Rocky Lake was discussed further. The Facilitator asked if the 
numbers of Madeline Symonds Middle School, Ridgecliff Middle School, and Eastern Passage 
Education Center might serve as an estimate for a junior high size for Rocky Lake; this would be 
around 650. 
 
A member noted that a Boundary Review may be inevitable for Bedford and CP Allen.  It was noted 
that scenario 8A would not cause CP Allen to need a boundary review given it would not result in a 
significant flow of students to CP Allen in 2019.  Another member stated that whatever scenario is 
chosen will impact CPA. Another member noted that the scenario meets the five year scope set out 
for the Committee.  
 
There was suggestion that perhaps the numbers could be moved toward where there is capacity 

(e.g. Halifax West Family of Schools) instead of into an area like Bedford where secondary schools 

are at or near capacity.  The Committee member suggested that no students should flow to the 

Bedford family of schools and that the boundary review recommended scenario should not involve 

the Bedford family of schools.  The Committee member stated that the recommended scenario 

should address the over-capacity issues at EGWPS within the Halifax West Family of schools only. 

 
It was noted that Sunnyside has two sites therefore there could be potential for some students to be 
in three schools in three years.  
 
A Committee member noted that the former scenario of 6A may work for numbers if some children 
from the Kearney Lake area were added.  However, it was noted that only 10 students reside in the 
Kearney Lake area.  The Committee member stated that there were other areas close to 
Wedgewood that could be combined with Wedgewood.  Then students from this area could be re-
directed to Rockingham or Park West. 
 
It was noted that scenario 1B did not provide for clarity of boundaries as it divided a neighbourhood 
by street and resulted in utilization of 95% for EGWPS in year 5 which was too high. 
 
It was moved and seconded to remove Scenario 1B from consideration. The Committee  10-1 in 
favour of the motion. Motion carried. 
 
A Committee member raised concerns with the numbers moving to Rockingham in Scenario 8A and 
that amount of classroom space left when there are 543 students in year five.   The committee 
member stated that Rockingham’s preferred scenario was scenario 12 given the number of students 
in scenario 12 being directed to Rockingham.  It was noted that scenario 12 only re-directed 22 
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students to Rockingham(including the projected growth of Rockingham as status quo, scenario 12 
would see a total of 30 additional students in year one and an increase of 72 students by 2018).  
Another Committee member stated that Rockingham could accommodate more than 22 students 
given Rockingham is currently at 65% utilization and only has 402 students when its functional 
capacity is 621.  Also it was noted that Rockingham (as status quo) under scenario 8A- Rockingham 
will grow by 141 students by year 2018(543 students) and will be at 87% utilization.  Even with the 
projected growth in the Rockingham catchment area, Rockingham could still accommodate French 
Immersion students from Larry Uteck. Scenario 8A puts Rockingham at 77% utilization in year one 
and 85% in year five. A committee member cautioned members not to move students from one 
overcrowded to another crowded school especially one with a growing catchment area. It was noted 
by a committee member that Rockingham has increased enrolment for September 2014. There will 
be additional classes for the 2014-15 school year and with the addition of these classes Rockingham 
will be losing lunch rooms and speciality space. 
 
It was moved and seconded to vote on 8A as the recommended scenario: The Committee 
recommends a reassignment of students from Larry Uteck Boulevard and Fernleigh Subdivision to 
Bedford South School with the recommendation that Sunnyside Elementary School becomes the 
Early French Immersion site for Bedford South; redirect Early French Immersion students from Royal 
Hemlock Subdivision to Rockingham Elementary School; regular program (English) students to 
remain at Grosvenor Wentworth Elementary School.  
 
 A committee member noted that 16 community generated scenarios were run for EGWPS and that 
the Committee reviewed the scenarios including their 5 year projections for those that had viability 
after one year (9 scenarios total).  The Committee member noted that based on the Committee’s 
review of all 17 scenarios, scenario 8A was the most viable solution for EGWPS and met most of the 
HRSB criteria from the Creating School Populations policy.   
 
A Committee member asked why are we not looking at revising the boundary for Rockingham on 
the Duc D’Anville side and re-assigning students to Duc D’Anville to focus on other side of 
Rockingham’s boundary (close to Kearney Lake Road) and to re-assign these students from EGWPS 
to Rockingham Elementary.   
 
Discussion on the motion included a review of the previous discussion points for the benefit of the 
Committee member on the phone. Rockingham reiterated concern with the numbers and capacity. 
Another Committee member reiterated concerns with the CPA capacity numbers and the numbers 
for Rocky Lake Jr High – the committee member stated it works at the elementary level but not at 
the secondary and high school level. Another Committee member pointed out that they felt that the 
School board has placed a challenging process on the Committee and that perhaps there should be 
no recommendation for EGWPS to go forward given the Bedford family of schools cannot 
accommodate the students from Larry Uteck Blvd at the high school level. It was discussed that if 
the motion recommending Scenario 8A was not approved the committee would then consider not 
putting forward a recommendation for EGWPS.  
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The Committee decided not to move forward without a recommendation and put Scenario 8A to a 
vote as it was recognized as a viable solution for EGWPS.  
 
The Committee voted 7 to 5 to approve the motion to recommend Scenario 8A for EGWPS. Motion 
carried.  In further discussion it was agreed that while the recommendation alleviates issues at the 
EGWPS, concern should be flagged with regard to the overcrowding pressures or aggravated at 
Rockingham, Rocky Lake Drive Junior high and Charles P. Allen High school. 
 
There was a concern expressed that Sunnyside was invited to the boundary review committee just 
the previous week and had they been included earlier, the vote would have been closer. It was again 
expressed that there were schools that would be affected by this recommendation (MSMS, 
Basinview Community School) that were never part of this committee.   
 
 
3. DISCUSSION OF PUBLIC MEETING FORMAT 
 
The Facilitator will send the status and recommended scenarios to the HRSB so that an 
advertisement can be placed the newspaper for the public meeting notice. The Facilitator and a 
Committee member will draft the interim report which will then be circulated for Committee review 
and input. 
 
The public meeting was confirmed for June 2nd at the Bella Rose Theatre from 7:00-9:30. The 
Facilitator stressed it will be a respectful environment; if it is disrespectful then the meeting will end 
at the 9:30 advertised time, otherwise he will allow the public to speak beyond that time. At the 
Committee’s request, the Facilitator will ask about security issues. There will be 3 minutes allowed 
per person. There will be verbatim transcription that will be sent back in 5 days to the Committee. 
The public meeting is not a debate, there is no Q&A; there will be a speakers list created, speakers 
will speak on a first come, first serve basis and there was discussion on how to balance speakers 
from each school. It was decided that speaker lists will be organized by Recommendation 1 and 
Recommendation 2 for people to sign up. It was decided that 4 people will speak on one 
recommendation and then 4 people will speak on the next recommendation.  The Committee 
discussed a presentation to start the meeting and explain the recommended scenarios. A 
Committee member offered to create the PowerPoint presentation for another Committee member 
to present at the meeting.  
 
After the public meeting the Committee will reconvene to review the public input, transcripts of the 
public meeting, and any written submissions. More time will be allowed for written submissions to 
come in after the public meeting – until Thursday June 5th. It is hoped to have the transcription back 
by June 9th and schedule one more meeting to discuss the public’s input on the recommendations 
and confirm whether the interim boundary proposal is still supported by the Committee. The Final 
Report is then due to Superintendent by Friday June 13th.  
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4. REVIEW OF CORRESPONDENCE AND QUESTIONS RECEIVED 
A Committee member asked if they could circulate a document from the Park West parent 

group to the Boundary Review Committee. The Committee agreed. 

There was also a submission this week from Rockingham with concern about scenario 11. 
 
  
 
 
Public Meeting is on June 2nd at the Bella Rose Theatre. 
 
Next Committee meeting at CPA High School on Monday June 9th starting at 6:30pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


