
Good evening and welcome to the April Regular Board Meeting. The past month has gone by 
remarkably fast considering how slowly it feels like we are transitioning from Winter into 
Spring. Today I saw both the April showers and May flowers we’ve all been waiting for, so there 
is hope! 
 
I was happy to invite the Minister of Education and Early Childhood Development to come out 
and meet with our Board last week and share some information on a few of the pressing issues 
affecting education in this province.  I also want to thank Denise Bell, our Regional Education 
Officer for joining us and participating in the conversation.  We are all working towards a 
common goal and occasionally it is nice to take a moment and reflect on how we can better 
collaborate.  Thank you to all of you who actively engaged in the conversation, I hope you felt it 
was valuable. 
 
Last Friday, I had the pleasure of joining the Superintendent and several members of Senior Staff 
on a visit to the new Dartmouth South Academy that is under construction. It is starting to take 
shape and looks like it will be a wonderful addition to the community.  I must admit, while it is 
well underway, not being an expert in building construction, I am surprised at the amount of 
work left to finish in the next three months.  However I will take them at their word when they 
say they’ll be done on schedule.  I look forward to seeing the project complete and students 
enjoying the space starting next September. 
 
Tomorrow morning, I will be joining the Superintendent and the Director of Finance at the 
provincial release of our budget profile sheet.  This release kicks off the budgeting process in 
earnest.  Time between now and June passes remarkably quickly, it is time we focus much of our 
attention on the budget process.  I am looking forward to working with all of you on the budget 
process in the coming weeks. 
 
Last week, Board member Raven brought forward the idea of including recognition of 
Traditional Lands to coincide with the singing of O Canada in our schools.  Although this 
practice started in Ontario it fits very well with the priority work that the Board has been 
focusing on for the past several years.  First steps toward this are on our agenda this evening and 
I think it is a wonderful thing for our Board to be looking into.  Thank you Board Member Raven 
for the initiative. 
 
Lastly, I do not want to lose sight of all of the work that is being done in the Auburn and Cole 
Harbour communities through our ongoing school review process.  Members of 17 schools have 
been working hard at identifying the best way to move their community forward through 
changing times.  I know this work is challenging and I will be forever grateful to them for their 
efforts on behalf of their children, friends and neighbours. 
 


