
Welcome to the January Board Meeting everyone.  A special welcome back to our NSTU Senior 

Staff members, it’s great to have the whole team back together. I’m going to try to keep this 

relatively quick today but there are a few things I feel are important to bring up.   

Last Monday, several governing Board Members joined the Superintendent and I at the Cole 

Harbour / Auburn High School Options Committee’s first public consultation session.  

Admittedly I was a little nervous about the size of the crowd knowing the complex history in 

this region but was quickly very impressed with how well the process allowed everyone the 

opportunity to have input in the future vision of the schools in that community without anyone 

feeling left out.  For me, coming from the old process this new commitment to engage our 

communities in a different way is exciting to see unfold.  Over the next several days I intend to 

do some outreach through the media to the broader community to let them know that these 

ongoing public consultation sessions are the best opportunity to affect change in their 

community and advocate for all who are interested to attend and express their vision of the 

area going forward.   

If we truly want to be partners with our communities in the delivery of education, these 

facilitated review processes are a good step, but by no means the last.  We as a Governing 

Board need to look into ways to better engage the members of our community that we serve in 

other ways.  I look forward to working with you all on the next steps toward this end.   

It’s worth mentioning that today is Bell Let’s Talk day, a day for raising awareness of and 

reducing the stigma around mental health.  Mental health is a serious concern for members of 

our school community; be it our students, staff, parents or even our Board Members.  I have 

personally felt the impact of mental health on both sides, and know that at times it can be scary 

and isolating, and even though you may feel alone, you are never alone.  I know my comments  

won’t raise money through the Bell initiative, but I have a platform that can help raise 

awareness, and this is close to my heart and affects us all so I wanted to bring it up this evening. 

Earlier today, the Province of Nova Scotia announced their Capital list for next fiscal year and it 

includes the construction of a new High School to replace the existing JL Ilsley.  I had a 

conversation with the Minister this afternoon to discuss this announcement and look forward 

to further information in the coming days and months. 



Lastly, I want to take a moment to thank the bargaining teams at the NSTU and the Provincial 

Government for working together to come to a tentative agreement that both negotiating 

teams have endorsed.  I look forward to the ratification vote with hopes that this deal meets 

the standard desired by our teachers and their colleagues across the Province.  I know that the 

ongoing labour dispute has been hard on teachers, families and students alike and I look 

forward to a positive outcome in the near future. 


