
Good Wednesday Evening everyone, 
 
I want to welcome you all to our last Regular Board Meeting of the 2016/17 
school year.  It’s nearly impossible to believe that an entire school year has come 
and gone in what feels like the blink of an eye.  Next week all of us in this room 
will be spread throughout our Board attending graduations, honouring and 
celebrating the accomplishments of our Grade 12 students.  I wish each and every 
one of them success, health and happiness as they head off on new adventures 
and start new chapters in their lives. 
 
Worth mentioning is that today is National Aboriginal Day throughout the day 
today there were events in our fair city to celebrate the heritage, diverse cultures 
and outstanding achievements of our Aboriginal friends and family.  Through pure 
chance, our Board is debating a motion tonight in recognition of the traditional 
Mi’kmaq lands that we all live and learn on.  In my time on the Board, it is very 
rare that decisions we make at our Board table are so easily traceable to a direct 
impact on students in schools.  I am excited to be involved with such a forward 
thinking Board and want to thank Board Member Raven for bringing this idea to 
the Policy Development and Review committee. Jennifer - Wela’lin. 
 
I also want to take a moment to thank all of the staff that work in our system 
every day.  Not just those here at the Board Office, but those we don't see on 
Wednesday nights; from Coordinators to Secretaries, from Principals to EPA’s, 
from the Superintendent and Senior Staff to our Janitors.  Thank you for making 
this your career choice.  Thank you for helping my kids, and the nearly 48,000 
other kids who spend so many of their days in our schools.  Thank you for taking 
the time to get to know kids, and making a difference in their lives.  Without the 
hard work of all of these people we wouldn't be able to prepare our kids to meet 
their potential. 
 
I also want to acknowledge our Student representatives and thank them for their 
dedication to our Board and the students they represent.  An example of of that 
dedication is that Joseph has his final exam of his public school career tomorrow, 
but didn’t want to miss the meeting tonight.  Thank you both for your time and 
thoughtful comments. 
 



And to conclude my remarks for tonight, I want to take a moment to recognize 
someone who will soon be leaving our team. 
  
As we all know, Lance Bullock will be retiring at the end of June. 
  
Lance’s educational roots run deep, he has been an employee of the HRSB and 
the predecessor Halifax County District School Board since January 1990. 
  
Many of us know him in his current role as Senior Staff Advisor, a position he has 
held since August 2015. Prior to his time in this role, he served in a number of 
teaching and administrative positions including: 
  

 Teacher; 

 Vice-Principal; 

 Principal; 

 Facilitator of Student Services, and 

 Coordinator of Student Services. 
  
His first job upon hiring was as a Work Orientation Workshop Coordinator in 
various high schools in Halifax County. If we had time, I’m sure we’d all love to 
hear more about that particular job! 
 
As his career has advanced he has had his hands full, trying to help Board 
Members whenever we are stumped.  Lance, we will be sad to see you leave. 
  
All joking aside, we are all going to miss you, Lance. You have proven to be a 
tremendous resource for the board. Your in-depth knowledge of the system and 
your approach to problems both big and small breed confidence in those around 
you. 
  
Yours are big shoes to fill and I’m not saying that just because you have Size 25 
feet. 
  
I know you will miss us (well, some of us - them?) but that void will be filled many 
times over with the time you will now have to spend with Carol Ann and your 
children – Stephanie and Max – and your new, adorable grandbaby, Lila! 
  



So on behalf of all of us on the Governing Board, I extend to you our very best 
wishes for many, many years of good health and much happiness. 
 


