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REsponsibilities

Building Home-School Partnerships
What you can expect How you can help

• All of the school’s staff members will treat
you with respect and as a full partner in your 
child’s education.

• You will be able to participate in the life of
the school and in decisions about your child’s
education. 

•  You will be able to meet with your child’s teacher. 
(You will need to make an appointment.)

• Treat the school’s staff members with respect 
and as partners in your child’s education.

• Teach your child to respect teachers and others
in authority.

• Help to make decisions about your child’s
education.

• Stay involved with your child’s education
from preschool to high school.

Helping Your Child to 
Succeed at School
Rights and Responsibilities of Parents in 
the Halifax Regional School Board

Every student in the Halifax Regional School 
Board has a right to learn. Helping each 
student to succeed at school is a team effort 
involving the student, the parents, and staff at 
the school and the board.

As a parent, your role in your child’s education 
is essential. This brochure has been written to 
help you to perform that role. It describes what 
you can expect from the school and how you 
can assist your child to do his or her best. Use it 
to assist you to work with the school and your 
child—to give him or her the greatest chance 
for success in all aspects of school life. 

Working Together
Our schools reflect the richness and diversity of 
our community. We celebrate this diversity as a 
strength.  All education partners—staff members, 
parents and students—deserve respect and 
courtesy at all times. They have a right to work 
together in a safe and positive environment 
free from any kind of violence, intimidation, 
threat, abuse, discrimination or mistreatment. 
Together, all education partners must focus on 
helping our students to succeed. 

Definitions in this pamphlet:

Parent(s) means a child’s parent or 
legal guardian.

Rights are what a parent and child can 
expect from the school and the school 
board. These rights are governed by 
the Nova Scotia Education Act and 
by the policies of the Halifax Regional 
School Board.

Responsibilities are what a parent 
and child can do to make sure the child 
succeeds in school—both academically 
and as an active member of the school 
community.

       

For further assistance, 
contact your child’s school

or
School Administration Department
Halifax Regional School Board
464-2000, ext. 4403/4404

www.hrsb.ns.ca

By being actively involved and by setting a good 
example, you help to create the best possible 
learning environment for your child and the 
school. The rest of this brochure shows some 
important things you can expect from the school
(your rights) and some important ways you can 
help your child (your responsibilities).
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Creating a Positive Learning Environment
What you can expect How you can help

• The school will be a safe and helpful place for 
your child to learn.

• You can visit your child’s classroom when it 
is appropriate and approved by the school 
principal.

• Know and support the rules that your child should   
    follow at school. 

• Teach your child to take care of school property 
and materials.

• Teach your child to treat other people with respect.

• Teach your child to act responsibly.

• Respect the school’s allergy alerts (food and scents).

• Encourage your child to express their concerns     
    in a calm and positive manner. 

Communicating Effectively
What you can expect How you can help

• In addition to information about your child’s 
progress in learning, you are entitled to timely 
information about:

- school rules (for example, the Provincial 
    School Code of Conduct, attendance,  
    holidays, school events and activities)

- procedures for visiting the school (for example, 
if you want to meet with your child’s teacher 
or another staff member, you will need to 
make an appointment)

- absences (if your child is away from school and 
the school has not heard from you)

- disciplinary action involving your child

- how the school will address your concerns 
(for example, the Provincial School Code of
 Conduct, Parent Concern Protocol,
 Special Education Policy)

• You are entitled to see all of the school’s records 
about your child—for example: 

- attendance
- test scores
- grades
- disciplinary records
- psycho-educational assessments
- health and immunization information
- behavioural incident reports

• You may question anything in your child’s record. 
The school will respond to your concerns.

•  Read all messages the school sends you.

• Give the school accurate information about your 
child and about how to contact you in case of 
an emergency or concern.  (If this information 
changes, make sure you call the school.)

• Learn about:
-    what the school and board expect your child to 
     learn (the curriculum) and about other school 
     activities for your child, such as sports and clubs 

-    school and board rules and services (for example,   
     transportation to and from school, lunch 
     programs)

-    special opportunities for parents, such as the      
school’s “Curriculum Night” 

• Discuss your child’s progress and learning needs 
with the teacher. 

Supporting Academic Achievement
What you can expect How you can help

• The teachers will be qualified professionals.

• The teaching methods will include ways to meet 
the different needs and learning styles of the 
students in the class.

• School staff will help your child to learn and will 
help when your child is having difficulty. 

• Your child will be given appropriate resources that 
will help him or her to succeed.

• The school will provide clear information about the 
things your child is expected to learn (for example, 
the curriculum outcomes).

• You will be able to look at the books and other  
materials used in your child’s classes. 

• The school will tell you about your child’s progress.

• Psycho-educational assessments will not be 
administered without your prior approval.

     

•  Make sure your child goes to school every day—on 
time and ready to learn.

•   Support the work that happens in the classroom. 
(for  example, make sure your child finishes 
homework and returns it on time). 

•  Share learning activities with your child at home. 
(for example, read together, play a word game, 
build a model, or follow a recipe).

•  Emphasize the importance of education.

•  Encourage your child to do well.

•  Be a positive role model for your child by treating 
school staff with respect.  

•  Pay attention to how well your child is doing in school.
     Talk with the school about your child’s successes 
     and difficulties and how you can provide support.

•  Attend parent visitations, curriculum evenings and    
other activities hosted by the school.

Useful Information
I f  you have further quest ions refer  to:

• Frequently Asked Questions(FAQs)
     www.hrsb.ca/about-our-schools/parents/faqs

• Education Act
    www.gov.ns.ca/legislature/legc/statutes/eductn.htm

• Provincial School Code of Conduct Policy
    www..ednet..ns.ca/docs/provincialschoolcodeofconduct.pdf

• RCH Policy
     www.hrsb..ca/sites/default/files/hrsb/c..010-rch-learning.pdf

• Special Education Policy
 https://studentservices.ednet.ns.ca.sites/default/files/speceng.pd

    
•Parent Concern Protocol Policy

www.hrsb..ca/sites/default/files/hrsb/b.017-parent-concern.pdf
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